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10 Things You May Not Know About Me: Will
Blum of ‘School of Rock’
It's a story for the ages: Andrew Lloyd Webber discovered a YouTube video of Will

Blum singing a Celine Dion song, which led to a star role on the stage of the

Winter Garden Theatre

August 9, 2016, Jessica Lynn French
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The day of his debut performance as Dewey Finn in School of Rock in June 2016, Will Blum decided
to candidly share on Facebook his 19-month journey from YouTube to Broadway.

Will Blum

Within just one day of posting his story, hundreds of Blum’s friends in the industry had shared it. The
post traced Blum’s emotionally turbulent journey from a simple video to the house of Sir Andrew
Lloyd Webber.

Before that Facebook article, however, Mr. Blum had not been a stranger to the Great White Way. His
past Broadway credits have included Elder Cunningham in The Book of Mormon and Roger in Grease,
as well as national tours of Rodgers and Hammerstein’s Cinderella, Hair, Elf, Grease and Seussical.
But this specific Broadway role holds a unique place in Blum’s heart — he has loved Andrew Lloyd
Webber’s work for as long as he can remember. Below, uncover why Blum’s comedic sense shines
both on and off the stage — while never failing to be wholly genuine.

You can catch Will rocking out the role of Dewey Finn in School of Rock at least twice a week.  At
other performances, he can be seen in the adult ensemble.
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Will Blum - "It's All Coming Back to Me Now" (Celine Dion)

I am in School of Rock because of a YouTube video
A YouTube video scored me an audition in Andrew Lloyd Webber’s living room. On October 29, 2014,
I was coaching my friend Justin for an upcoming audition when my agent called. He said “So, Andrew
Lloyd Webber saw your ‘It’s All Coming Back to Me Now’ video on YouTube and wants you to come
to his apartment to talk to you and maybe sing for him a little.” Two hours later, there I was, sitting
across the table from the Lord himself. After chatting a bit, he asked if I would sing a rock song. I
confessed, “I don’t really know any real rock, but I have plenty of musical theatre rock.” I laughed.

He didn’t.

“What do you have with you?” Webber asked.

“I can do ‘Heaven On Their Minds’ — do you know it?” I replied with a wink.

“Let’s hear it!” said Webber.

I sang as Webber paced back and forth. I tried to be chill, but I was losing my cool on the inside. I was
singing Jesus Christ Superstar for the Andrew Lloyd Webber! If only I could take him back in time
and show him little Will dancing in the garage to the overture of JCS, or feverishly memorizing the
names from Cats, the colors of Joseph’s coat or my unlicensed production of The Phantom of the

Opera, which I directed and starred in with my 2nd grade class. I sang through it a second time as he
filmed on his iPhone. Then he shoved the pianist off the bench and said, “Do you know ‘The
Temple’?”

I struggled with the opening notes, and he mentally and physically coached me through it until finally
he screamed “Now sing!” as he slammed his hands on the opening chord. I could not help but feel like
Christine Daaé in that moment, with my personal angel of music forcing beautiful high notes from the
depths of my soul.  Definitely one of the coolest moments of my life.

I am still learning to play the guitar
My only experience with guitar prior to School of Rock was learning four basic chords I needed to play
as Doody in Grease when I was 14. Other than that, I have never picked up a guitar.  Honestly, it was
so hard when I started. It’s really hard on the fingers if you don’t have the calluses. Everyone is very
complimentary of my guitar solo, but it’s all I know how to play! Even in a show the other day, I broke
the high E string on the guitar, and I literally didn’t know what to do for the solo so I just sort of
moved my fingers around and thought, “I hope these are notes!” So don’t be too impressed with the
guitar because all I can play is what I play in the show and one Joni Mitchell song.  And that’s it as of
right now.
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Will Blum in his ‘ School of Rock’ costume as Dewey (second from left) with John Hemphill, Heidi
Klum and Sierra Boggess (Photo: Bruce Glikas/FilmMagic)

I believe in the power of music education
What I love about School of Rock is that it really puts the emphasis on music and teaching how music
really can change kids’ lives. It brings them out of their shells, especially if you have kids who have
behavior problems or things like that — just put an instrument in their hand and see what comes out of
it. I have always been able to express myself through my voice. Thank goodness I was blessed with
that talent. So, I have never felt the need to sit down at a piano and say, “I need to get this out of me”
because I can just sing it out, and I am so grateful for that. But for those people who don’t have that
gift, you have no idea what is going to happen when you give someone an instrument to let themselves
be heard in a different way.

I was shocked that so many people re-shared that Facebook post
I can’t believe anybody read it all! It was so long! I thought, “I’ll just post this here for me and maybe
my close friends will enjoy it.” I mean, I’ve run into people who I have never met before and they’re
like, “Oh, you are the one who wrote that post!” I cannot understand how it meant something to people
who do not know me.  I have to say the “be aware of the producers in your own life” line [included in
the post] is a direct quote from my mom. I have to give her credit for that. When I went back and read
some of the comments, I burst into tears because I could finally see the forest for the trees, realizing
that this is what 19 months has done.

My mom drove me sixteen hours to the callback audition for School of Rock

I was playing Seymour in Little Shop of Horrors at Geva Theatre in Rochester, New York. My agents
called with an appointment for School of Rock, but due to scheduling, they could not bring me in on a
day off. I had to say no. I had no understudy, and though meek, I knew what it required to sufficiently
play the character. I called my parents in a sad panic. Without asking or hesitating, my mom said, “I’m
coming up there, and I’ll drive you back and forth.” I burst into tears. As an adult, there have only
been a few times where I realized just how badly I still need a parent to help me. I did not even think
of that as an option, and of course, it was my parents’ immediate instinct — to help me. She flew up to
Rochester the next day. We drove through the night after an evening show, making it into NYC in the
early morning. I slept an hour or so, and then began to warm-up for the audition. I did the audition, as
my mom circled the block in the car. I made a joke about it in the room, and I’m sure they thought I
was kidding. What thirty year-old has their mom take them to an audition?  Me.  I hopped in the car,
made it back just before half-hour of the evening show in Rochester. I got a call back.

 

Will Blum and the cast of ‘Little Shop of Horrors’ at the Geva Theatre in Rochester, NY (Photo: Ken
Huth)

I played my favorite role in college
Honestly, my favorite was the title role in Floyd Collins while I was in school at Boston Conservatory. 
Mainly because I know I’ll never get to play this role again. I mean, I am a bigger guy, and this is a
character who is the only one who can fit through these small holes in the cave. That score, the
connection I had to that. I remember reading the script for the first time and immediately bursting into
tears because my connection to this kind of man is just so strong.  The final song, “How Glory Goes,”
is Floyd asking God what it is going to be like after he dies. Especially with my upbringing in the
church and my own spiritual path (which would be a whole different interview), being able to
musically connect with people, with God, with myself and with my own mortality is something that
for me was transcendent.

I do have to say that each role that I’ve had has built the next character that I play.  Now, I would say
Dewey [is a favorite role] but only because all of these roles beforehand now live inside of Dewey!

Before I go to bed, I often watch an episode of How It’s Made

I am one of those people who love seeing how anything gets made. I will watch how gummy bears are
made, how doorknobs are made. There is just something about knowing how things come about.  In
terms of theater, the movie, Every Little Step — I wish there were a documentary about that for every
Broadway show. I am a strong believer that everything happens for a reason, and that is why I try and
focus on the fact that if you did not get something, it is just not meant for you. I really believe that,
especially after this experience. It is just reaffirming that your path is your path. I believe that my life
has a path and each part of it is on purpose.
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I believe in celebrating others’ successes

[The creative team] sent me to see the show in January, and finally seeing Alex perform the role, I
watched him and thought, “There’s no way that I can do this better.”  He is just so appropriate for this
piece. Not to say that I am not, but it is just the way that this show happened; he was quintessential. I
could not be mad or jealous.  I have to know too that’s not my path, and if I am going to originate a
role on Broadway, it will be as right for me as this is right for Alex.

 

FROZEN on Broadway - First Look

I sang the role of Olaf in a Frozen themed benefit concert

When they told me I was going to follow Idina Menzel’s performance of “Defying Gravity”, I was
like, “OH, OK!”  It was a really fun concert, and afterward, Idina was like: “What are you doing
tomorrow night?” She invited me to another benefit concert they were doing the next night!  It was just
remarkable to be singing alongside all of the artists I had been so inspired by.

Ultimately, I want to direct

Directing is what I love doing. I love actors. I want to see these artists succeed more than I want to
succeed. After I do a coaching or direct anything, if I find out that somebody booked the job or got a
call back, if feels so much better than when I get a call saying that I booked something. I know that is
the teacher gene in me.  There’s something about being a director where you get to be everybody.
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